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Abstract
Metronidazole may be of use in the treatment of infectious mononucleosis (IM). Our aim is to show that metronidazole shortens hospital
stay for patients with severe IM. A single-centre randomized controlled trial was undertaken in patients admitted with severe IM, who were
with a similar group treated by the standard care. Patients were blinded to which treatment arm they were in. Forty-two of these patients
were enrolled in the trial. The primary endpoint was the difference in length of stay. This was signiﬁcantly less in the metronidazole group
(3.67 days v 4.67) (p 0.032). This study demonstrates that metronidazole has a role to play in severe infectious mononucleosis.
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Abstract
Based on recommendations of the ECIL-4, we prospectively evaluated discontinuation of empirical antibiotic therapy in high-risk
neutropenic acute myeloid leukaemia patients with fever of unknown origin. Seven patients (median neutropenia duration 30 days) were
included. Four of them remained afebrile but quickly recovered from neutropenia. The other three had rapid recurrent fever. Two of these
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three patients had bacteraemia with susceptible strains and one of them was transferred to the ICU for septic shock. Median duration of
sparing of antibiotics for the seven patients was 3 days (2–4). Because of these limited results the study was stopped.
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Abstract
Six antibiotic resistance genes (blaCTX-M, blaSHV, blaTEM, qnrA, qnrB and qnrS) were quantiﬁed by qPCR in both phage and bacterial DNA
fractions of environmental water samples in order to determine the contribution of phages to the dissemination of antibiotic resistance
genes (ARGs) in the environment. Although the highest copy numbers (p <0.05) of ARGs were detected in the bacterial DNA fraction, qnrS
and blaSHV genes were found in the phage DNA from all samples analysed, reaching up to 4 log10 copy numbers/mL in hospital samples.
These results indicate that bacteriophages are a potential reservoir of resistance genes and may act as efﬁcient vehicles for horizontal gene
transfer.
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